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wrong in the calculations, or something or othef of the new building, and hence this blow from the offended deity concerned. Money was sent to defray the expenses of this celebrated Shastri, but he would not go until he was assured that his advice would be followed, even if it involved pulling down portions of the building already erected. How he fared in this expedition I have never heard; but it appears that sometime ago this same person was sent for to attend another case, the result of which brought him great fame. A certain house owner had recently entered a new house which he had built, but within a month he fell very ill. It was thought that something must be wrong with the building, and this house-doctor was sent for. Having considered the case, the doctor decided, by virtue of his science, that there was a snake in a certain beam of the building. The reptile had entered the hollow part of the beam which had been plugged up by the carpenter, and was there languishing, and hence the calamity. A snake charmer was summoned, the beam was sawn through and a reptile, which turned out to be a cobra, was drawn out by the snake charmer and placed in an earthen vessel. It was there fed with milk for some ten days until it revived and recovered its vigour, when it was taken away to a suitable place and set free. The patient recovered in proportion as the cobra's strength revived, and within a few days he was quite well. The wisdom and skill displayed by our friend in this case was much praised and he was suitably rewarded. These simple stories are here narrated for what they are worth. The people fully believe in them, and they serve to show the superstitious notions that are still entertained in connection with Hindu dwellings.
The first question that arises in connection with the building of a house is as to the site, and many directions are given as to the colour and taste and smell